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Weddings & Civil Partnership Ceremonies 

Whether you are looking for a beautiful period setting for your special day, or a touch of the unusual,   
The Judgeõs Lodging has something to offer you. With three stunningly restored rooms registered          
for ceremonies, this award-winning museum will do all it can to give you and your guests a truly       
memorable day. 

ôThe most commodious and elegant apartments for a judge in all England and Walesõ. 
That is how Lord Chief Justice Campbell saw The Judgeõs 
Lodging when staying here in the 1850s.  Stepping into the 
building today, you may be mistaken in thinking that little 
has changed since his time. In fact it took three years of  
meticulous research and restoration to bring this Victorian 
ôfossilõ back to life, to what has been called ôa fascinating 
social document ð an amazing survivalõ by Country Life 
Magazine. The Judgeõs apartments themselves have been 
stunningly restored along with the gaslit servantsõ quarters 
and vast courtroom, where you are haunted by the echoes 
of trials long since concluded. Wandering through its     
labyrinth of rooms, by the light of gas, oil and candle, you 
are transported back into the lives of the Victorian judges, 
their servants and felonious guests.  

The Dining Room 
Used originally for Judgeõs Dinners, Militia Dinners and 
other official functions. Dining rooms like this were        
intended to convey sober masculine grandeur, and were  
often red. They were generally lit only by candles, since gas 
and oil lamps were believed to taint food. With the beautiful 
deep reds of the decoration and the solid yet elegant oak 
furniture, this room will hold up to 50 people for your  
ceremony. The room can be arranged as you wish and our 
collections of table linen, glasses, silverware and candelabras 
can be used to enhance the appearance of the room.  This 
room can also be used for drinks & canapés afterwards if it 
is not your choice for the actual ceremony. 

Rooms for your ceremony 

Our Building  



Used originally as a retiring room by Judges between cases, and at 
other times as a ôgentlemanõs clubõ by  magistrates and local            
dignitaries. Decorated in Georgian 
ôsugar bag blueõ and a copy of early 
Victorian wallpaper, this room will 
hold up to 35 people for your         
ceremony. Again, the moveable        
furnishings can be  arranged as you 
wish and silverware etc from our    
co l lec t ions  can  enhance the             
atmosphere, as can the oil lamps that 
light the room.  

In winter, you might like a real fire to 
warm your guests and December sees 

a  huge Christmas tree here, traditionally dressed. 

Again, this room can be used for drinks & canapés afterwards if it is not your 
choice for the actual ceremony.  

The Withdrawing Room 

The Courtroom 
For a truly elegant setting, or for something a bit out of the ordinary, 
you can actually get married in court. This beautiful Georgian     
courtroom will seat 150 people or can be used for more intimate 
ceremonies centred around the main table area.  Virtually unchanged 
since 1830, this must be among the most original 19th century court 
rooms in Britain. The colour scheme, restored from finishes          

surviving under later paint 
layers, is that of c.1860. The 
pine panelling is wood-
grained to imitate oak, and the 
walls are distempered in a  
specially mixed greenish-blue, 
matched from samples 
ôfossilisedõ when gas piping 
was installed in 1860.  
 
At the rear of the court are the public benches, which seat around 90 
people.   
 

For a further special touch, you might like us to light the gasolier  - probably the only working example of an 
open-flame gasolier in Britain. Installed in 1860, it was fitted with 18 ôBrayõs Patent Ceramic Bats-wing      
Burnersõ, many of which remained in position when it was roughly adapted for electricity in 1920.  



Ceremony Hire Prices 
 

Dining Room  £250 
Withdrawing Room  £200 
Courtroom  £400 
Remember, that you will also have the fee of the registrar to pay, 
directly to them, in addition to this. 
 
Hire of another room for refreshments  £50 
 
Use of building for official photography  £20 
 
If you wish to book with us, you will need to pay a deposit of £100. This will secure the use of your chosen 
rooms for the date you require. We regret that this deposit is non-refundable if you choose to cancel within 
one month of the ceremony date. Up until one month, £50 will be returned to you on cancellation. The       
remainder of the balance will be due before the ceremony day. 
 
Please note that The Judgeõs Lodging is a museum and it is likely that it will be open to the public on the day of 
your wedding. We will, of course, not allow people just to wander into your ceremony, although you must be 
aware that by law, public access must be provided for all weddings, anywhere. 
 
If you have decided that we are the place for your special day, please make sure you read the ôGuidance Notes 
For Those Who Wish To Marry On Approved Premisesõ contained in this pack.  This will tell you how to  
contact the registrar and some basic regulations  about civil wedding and civil partnership ceremonies.  
 
 

About the Area - Presteigne, òSimply Radnorshireó 
 
When writer George Borrow came to Presteigne in 1867 he asked where he was - the reply was ôNeither in 
England nor Wales, but simply in Radnorshireõ.  To take a glance now at Presteigne (ôLlanandrasõ in Welsh), 
little seems to have changed since Borrowõs time in this small border town where one step over a little stone 
bridge takes you into England.  Do not be fooled though, for Presteigne is a thriving community. It was      
recently named as one of the top ten places to live in Britain by a Country Life survey, whilst its road from 

there to Aberystwyth is in the AAõs top ten scenic routes in Europe.  
Even way back in the 1850s, Lord Chief Justice Campbell visited and 
called the town ô a sort of paradiseõ.  We can provide you with more             
information and town trails to take you on a journey not only through 
the streets of this charming place, but also on a trip into the past, as it 
guides you by buildings such as 
The Dukeõs Arms, home to the last 
(and longest) mail coach in the 
UK; The Red House, home of 
Rear Admiral Puget, after whom 
Puget Sound on Vancouver Island 

is named; The Radnorshire Arms Hotel, home of Sir Christopher Hatton, 
(a favourite of Elizabeth I) and St Andrewõs Church, Broad Street, which 
is not only architecturally renowned, but also home to a superb 16th     
Century Flemish tapestry.  Local archaeological treasures include standing 
stones (Whitton), holy wells (Pilleth) and the ruins of Stapleton Castle which look down over the town. 
 
The inevitable turbulent past of a border town has created in Presteigne a charming and unique feel - neither 
truly Welsh nor English, it really is simply Radnorshire.  
 
To find out more about the town, visit the local website www.presteigne.org.uk or if you are in the area, call in 
to the Tourist Information Centre which also happens to be located in the Judgeõs Lodging building. 

http://www.presteigne.org.uk/Home

